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Increases in urbanization and farming cultivation during Roman rule caused wholesale dislocations of native Berber 
society. Nomadic tribes were forced to settle or move from traditional lands, sedentary tribes lost their autonomy and 
connection with the land.  War with the Romans was constant. 
 

Romans settled and developed much of the area of Roman Algeria in the second century, but farther west the influence 
of Rome did not extend beyond the coast and principal military roads until much later.  
 

Aside from Carthage, urbanization in North Africa came with the establishment of settlements of veterans under the 
Roman emperors Claudius (r. 41-54 CE), Nerva (r. 96-98 CE), and Trajan (r. 98-117CE).  In Algeria such settlements 
included Tipasa, Djemila and Timgad, which are UNESCO world heritage sites.   
 

              
Ruins of Djemila, 1930,    Algeria Roman Ruins  Timgad,  & Septimus Temple               Tipasa, May 31, 1955, Scott #263 
Scott #B20                       Djemila  April 5, 1969, #418, 419 
 

Djemila has been described by UNESCO as "one of the world's most beautiful Roman ruins", there is plenty to enjoy 
at.  The local museum houses one of the world's best collections of Roman mosaics (in terms of variety and quality) 
from a single site. 
 

Timgad, another UNESCO World Heritage Site for Roman ruins, was originally built by the Emperor Trajan as a 
retirement city for his Roman troops.  The city is laid out in a perfect grid plan.  Smaller sites include Tiddis, Tipasa 
Guelma, Lambese and Hippo Regius.   What makes them stand out from other Roman sites around the world? 
 

 

Though Guelma was settled from early prehistory, it was first established as a town under the 
Phoenicians, who called it Malaca, probably a Phoenician word meaning "salt".  Later, the 
Romans settled the area and renamed it Calama, part of the Roman province of Numidia.   
Later, the Vandal invasion devastated the area until the coming of the Byzantines, who settled 
the area and built city walls to protect it from further invasions. 
 
<< Monuments of the Roman Era - Guelma Theatre, June 14, 2009, Scott #1470. 
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M'Daourouch occupies the site of the Roman town of Madauros (or Madaura) in the Roman 
province of Numidia.  It was an old Numidian town which, having once belonged to the 
Kingdom of Syphax, was annexed to that of Massinissa at the close of the second Punic War.  
It became a Roman colony at the end of the first century.  A fine Roman mausoleum, vast 
baths, and a Byzantine fortress are among the ruins of Madauros. 
 
 

Monuments of the Roman Era - Madaure Archeological Site, June 14, 2009, Scott #1468 > 
  

 

 
Khemissa is a town and commune in Souk Ahras Province in northeastern Algeria.  It is the 
location of a well preserved Roman theater, Thubursicum Numidarum. 
 

Algeria issued a set of stamps for Monuments of the Roman Era in 2009, from which the 
above three sites are drawn. 

 
<<   Monuments of the Roman Era - Khemissa Archaeological Site, June 14, 2009, Scott #1469. 

The prosperity of most towns depended on agriculture.  The "granary of the Roman 
empire”, according to one estimate North Africa produced one million tons of cereals 
each year, one-quarter of which was exported.  Other crops included fruit, figs, grapes, 
and beans. By the second century olive oil rivaled cereals as an export item.   The 
beginnings of the decline of the Roman Empire were less serious in North Africa than 
elsewhere.  

Roman Forts, Béjaïa, Feb 15, 2010, Scott# 1490 >> 
 

 

Béjaïa stands on the site of the ancient city of Saldae, a minor port in Carthaginian and Roman 
times in an area at first inhabited by Numidian Berbers and founded as a veteran colony by 
emperor Augustus.  It was an important town in the province of Mauretania Caesariensis, and 
the later Sitifensis.   In the 5th century, Saldae became the capital of the short-lived Vandal 
Kingdom of the Germanic Vandals, which ended in about 533 with the Byzantine conquest.   
After the 7th-century Muslim conquest it was refounded as "Béjaïa" Hammadid dynasty, made 
it their capital, and it became an important port and center of culture. 
 
<< Porte Sarrasine – Béjaïa,  June 26, 2012, Scott# 1555 

 

 
Algiers, Feb 15, 2010, Scott #1489 
 

A Phoenician commercial outpost called Ikosim which later developed into a small 
Roman town called Icosium existed on what is now the marine quarter of the city. 
The rue de la Marine follows the lines of what used to be a Roman street. Roman 
cemeteries existed near Bab-el-Oued and Bab Azoun. The city was given Latin rights 
by Emperor Vespasian. The bishops of Icosium are mentioned as late as the 5th 
century. The Casbah (of Al Qasbah , “the Citadel”), Ier District of Algiers:  called 
Al-Djazaïr Al Mahroussa (“Well Kept Algiers”), it is founded on the ruins of old 
Icosium.  It is a small city which, built on a hill, goes down towards the sea, 
divided in two: the High city and the Low city.  

Constantine is the capital of Constantine Province in north-eastern Algeria.   The city was 
originally created by the Phoenicians, who called it Sewa (royal city).  During Roman times it 
was called Cirta by the Numidian king Syphax, who turned it into his capital when the city was 
taken over by Numidia, the country of the Berber people, after the Phoenicians were defeated 
by Rome in the Third Punic War. In 112 BC the city was occupied by Jugurtha who defeated 
his half-brother Adherbal. The city later served as the base for Roman generals Quintus 
Caecilius Metellus Numidicus and Gaius Marius in their war against Jugurtha.  Later, with the 
removal of King Juba I and the remaining supporters of Pompey in Africa (c. 46), Julius 
Caesar gave special rights to the citizens of Cirta, then renamed Colonia Sittlanorum. 

 
   Constantine's Casbah, June 26, 2012, Scott #1556 
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The Museum of Antiquities in Algiers features antique 
mosaics, Roman glass work, sculptures as well as 
ancient Islamic art.  It also has some rare artifacts 
including the totemic warriors from the Libyan period 
and ivory carvings. The museum houses a magnificent 
coin collection, including bronze sculptures such as the 
child with eagle from 3rd Century (Scott #244).  

    
Algeria  Roman Glassware Urns, May 5, 2013  Scott # 
1587-9, Museum of Antiquities  

 

     
Roman Mosaics, Farm Work,  Ulysses & the Sirens, Hunting scene,  

 
 

The Archaeological Museum of 
Cherchell is an archaeological 
museum located in the center of the 
seaport town of Cherchell, Algeria.  
The museum contains what are 
considered to be some of the best 
examples of Roman and Greek 
antiquities on the African continent.    

Sept 17, 2003, Scott #1285-7, Cherchell Museum 

 

 

Apollo of Cherchell 1952, 
Scott #240 
 

Many artifacts from these various periods 
of Cherchell's former history have been 
uncovered by archaeologists, a large 
number of which are on display in the 
Cherchell Museum.  Cherchell was called 
Caesarea of Mauretania during the Roman 
Empire, and was the rich capital of 
Roman Mauretania Caesariensis. 
 
     

Roman Mosaics - Mosaic of the Muses, 
Hunting Scene, Dec 18, 2012, Scott #1575-6. 
 

 
Algeria 1980 Dionysus Mosaic – Setif  Feb 16, 1980,  Scott # 637-9 
Dionysian Procession 

 

The Romans copied many of the Greek Gods.  
Dionysus is the god of the grape harvest, 
winemaking and wine, of ritual madness, fertility, 
theatre and religious ecstasy in Greek mythology.  
Dionysus, also commonly known by his Roman 
name Bacchus, appears to be a god who has two 
distinct origins.  Scholars have long suspected that 
the god known as Dionysus is in fact a fusion of a 
local Greek nature god, and another more potent 
god imported rather late in Greek pre-history 
from Phrygia (the central area of modern day 
Turkey) or Thrace. 
 

(cont’d pg 5)
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Algeria, Roman Gates of Lodi, 
Medea, Nov 1, 1962, Scott#295 

. 
 

Médéa is located roughly 83 km south of Algiers.  The present-day city is 
situated on the site of an ancient Roman military post and has a history dating 
back to the 10th century. The town is French in character, with a rectangular city 
plan, red tile-roofed buildings, and beautiful public gardens. The hills 
surrounding Médéa are covered with vineyards, orchards, and farms that yield 
abundant grain. Médéa’s chief product is wine.   

 

Over the centuries the Romans left their mark on the world and today there are numerous Roman sites that can be 
visited, some stunning monuments known throughout the globe, others abandoned in forgotten deserts or ignored.  
Rome had the best army, building their civilization atop those they conquered.   
 
Algeria is a nation with a rich and variant history, the archaeological and historic sites in Algeria reflect the diverse roots 
of the country.  Once known as Numidia, the region saw the influences of the Carthaginians, Romans and Greeks 
before becoming part of the Roman Empire. Later Algeria was ruled by the Vandals, Byzantines, Ottomans and French 
before obtaining independence. 
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Egypt Post Day, issued Jan 2, 1986, Scott #C183 

 

Found in 1898 at Hierakonpolis, today’s  Nekhen.  The Narmer 
Palette dates to the Predynastic Era.  It is one of the most significant 
artifacts of ancient Egypt.  It is one of the first written documents.  
Nar (catfish). Mer (chisel) phonetically spell Narmer.  The name was 
inscribed at the top of the palette on both sides, placed between two 
representations of Horus. 
 
The palette is one of most famous Egyptian relics there is number of 
hypotheses concerning interpretation of individual scenes and 
figures. Among those most fantastic is the one suggesting that the 
palette in its shape resembles Sinai peninsula and commemorates 
colonization of this area. 
 
The palette is made of greywacke (other names: limestone, grey 
sandstone, slate).  Its dimensions are 63 x 42 cm. This is a votive 

palette for crushing cosmetic powder so that its central (utilizable) element is shallow depression surrounded by long 
necks of two serpopards. 
 

One side depicts Narmer wearing the Deshret or Red Crown of Lower Egypt marching toward two rows of decapitated 
prisoners.  A pair of lions intertwining their serpentine necks, symbolizing the joining of the two lands, upper and lower 
Egypt is shown below.  At the bottom Narmer is depicted as a raging bull trampling the defeated enemy. 
 

On the reverse of the palette Narmer is depicted wearing the Hedjet or White Crown of Upper Egypt standing before 
Horus about to strike the enemy with his mace.  The message conveyed is that he conquered his enemy and joined the 
two lands of Upper and Lower Egypt to one, under his rule.  The principal scene on the obverse side shows a king in 
the white crown of Upper Egypt, holding in upraised right hand a mace while in left one, put on head of an enemy, has 
an object being probably a cylinder seal. Narmer is dressed up with a kind of tunic, fastened over his left shoulder and 
with the bull’s tail hanging from back of belt. Also from the belt are hanging down four fringes resembling bundles of 
reed  stalks  endowed by  their roots with  images of the same goddess – Hathor or Bat.  A prisoner is wearing only belt  
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