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Rameses II (Ramses the Great) was the third king of the 19th dynasty, New Kingdom, 
son of Seti I, was around 20 years old when he became king of Egypt – and then reigned 
for 67 years (1279–1213BC). He had many wives, and was the father of about 111 sons 
and 51 daughters.  Many have been found buried in KV5 by Kent Weeks in his Theban 
Mapping Project.   
 
As a result of his long reign, being both one of the most prolific builders of the entire 
dynastic period and the aforementioned usurpation of monuments, and his being the 
strongest king since the Amarna Period, Rameses was the pharaoh most responsible for 
the attempt to erase it from history.  In addition to his wars with the Hittites and Libyans, 
he is known for his extensive building programs and for the many colossal statues of him 
found all over Egypt. 

 
Rameses II, Egypt issued 
1959, Scott#479

 

 
Egypt issued 1921-2 
Scott#70, 

He is often regarded as the greatest, most celebrated, and most powerful pharaoh of the 
Egyptian Empire. His successors and later Egyptians called him the "Great Ancestor". 
Ramesses II led several military expeditions into the Levant, reasserting Egyptian control 
over Canaan. He also led expeditions to the south, into Nubia, commemorated in 
inscriptions at Beit el-Wali and Gerf Hussein. 
 
The best-known achievements of Ramses the Great are his architectural endeavors, most 
notable the Ramesseum and the temples of Abu Simbel.  His interest in architecture resulted 
in the erection of more monuments than any other Egyptian pharaoh.

 
Many temples and monuments attributed to Ramses II still dominate the landscape of Egypt today.  Few realize he 
negotiated the first peace treaty, between Egypt and the Hittites after the Battle of Kadesh. 
 

 
Ramesseum, Mar 9,1947,Scott #B10 

 

Ramesseum, funerary temple of Ramses II, erected on the west bank of the Nile 
River at Thebes in Upper Egypt. The temple, famous for its 57-foot seated 
statue of Ramses II (of which today only fragments are left), was dedicated to 
the god Amon and the deceased king. The walls of the Ramesseum, which is 
only about half preserved, are decorated with reliefs, including scenes depicting 
the Battle of Kadesh, the Syrian wars, and the Festival of Min.  This temple is 
identified with the “Tomb of Osymandias” described by the Greek historian 
Diodorus Siculus in the 1st century BC, and the shattered colossus of Ramses 
was the subject of Percy Bysshe Shelley’s poem “Ozymandias.” 

(cont’d pg 3) 
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Tchad, Mar 9, 1964, Scott#CB2 
 

 

Ramesses II also campaigned south of the first cataract into Nubia. By the time 
of Ramesses, Nubia had been an Egyptian colony for two hundred years, but its 
conquest was recalled in decoration from the temples Ramesses II built at Beit 
el-Wali (which was the subject of epigraphic work by the Oriental Institute 
during the Nubian salvage campaign of the 1960s), Gerf Hussein and Kalabsha 
in northern Nubia.  

On the south wall of the Beit el-Wali temple, Ramesses II is depicted charging into battle against the Nubians in a war 
chariot, while his two young sons, Amun-her-khepsef and Khaemwaset, are shown behind him, also in war chariots. A 
wall in one of Ramesses's temples says he had to fight one battle with the Nubians without help from his soldiers. 
 

 
France, Sept 4, 1976, Scott #1467 

 

Battle of Kadesh, (1275BC), major battle between the Egyptians under Ramses 

II and the Hittites under Muwatallis, in Syria, southwest of Ḥimṣ, on the 
Orontes River. Seeking to recapture the Hittite-held city of Kadesh in Syria, 
Ramses II invaded Syria with four divisions and an auxiliary force. Muwatallis 
gathered a large alliance among his vassal states and, hiding his army behind the 
city mound, sent out false reports that he was further north at Aleppo. Ramses 
fell into the trap and rushed his army toward Kadesh, his units stretched along 
the Orontes valley road. Toward evening, the king with the first division reached 
Kadesh and set up camp. Too late, two captured Hittite scouts confessed the 
actual situation.  

The Hittites forded the river and, after routing the second division, stormed the Egyptian camp. With his first division 
destroyed, Ramses was saved mostly by his auxiliary force that struck the attacking Hittites in the rear. Pushing the 
Hittites into the river, the mauled Egyptians retained the battlefield. The next day, after indecisive fighting, Ramses was 
compelled to withdraw his battered army; and, in the aftermath, the Hittites advanced south to the region of Damascus, 
halting the Egyptian resurgence into Syria.  
 

 
Algeria, June 28, 1964, Scott#317 

 

In the 21st year of his reign (1258BC), Ramesses decided to conclude an 
agreement with the new Hittite king, Hattusili III, at Kadesh to end the conflict. 
The ensuing document is the earliest known peace treaty in world history. The 
peace treaty was recorded in two versions, one in Egyptian hieroglyphs, the 
other in Akkadian, using cuneiform script; both versions survive. Such dual-
language recording is common to many subsequent treaties. This treaty differs 
from others, in that the two language versions are differently worded.  While the 
majority of text is identical, the Hittite version says the Egyptians came suing for 
peace, and the Egyptian version says the reverse. 

 
The treaty was given to the Egyptians in the form of a silver plaque, and this "pocket-book" version was taken back to 
Egypt and carved into the Temple of Karnak.  Its 18 articles call for peace between Egypt and Hatti and then proceeds 
to maintain that their respective gods also demand peace.  
 

      

 
These stamps all depict 
Rameses, smiting his enemies 
on Guinea #351 far left 
issued Nov 19, 1964, and as 
benevolent ruler Egypt, issued 
1973, Scott #892, Rameses II, 
#1511, July 1, 1993 and Rameses 
II, issued 1957-8, Scott #414. 
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Egypt 1967. Queen Nefertari and Ramses II. 
 

 
In 1255BC Ramesses and his queen Nefertari had traveled into Nubia to 
inaugurate a new temple, the great Abu Simbel. It is an ego cast in stone; 
the man who built it intended not only to become Egypt's greatest 
pharaoh but also one of its gods.  
 

The temples at Abu Simbel may well have been listed as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, if they were 
not off the (Greek) track.  Looking at those edifices, carved into a mountain that had been hollowed out to contain the 
structures, they are in fact gigantic sculptures.  The site consists of two separate temples, the larger one for Rameses and 
the other for his favorite wife, Nefertari.    
 

   
Egypt Temple of Ramses II Abu Simbel.    Egypt Temple of Queen Nefertari at 
Dec 22,1959, Scott #483.                            Abu Simbel, Nov 14,1960, Scott #515 
 

In the mid-20th century, when the 
reservoir that was created by the 
construction of the nearby Aswan 
High Dam threatened to submerge 
Abu Simbel, UNESCO and the 
Egyptian government sponsored a 
project to save the site. An 
international fund-raising campaign 
was initiated by UNESCO in 1959.  

Between 1963 and 1968 a workforce and an international team of engineers and scientists, supported by funds from 
more than 50 countries, dug away the top of the cliff and completely disassembled both temples by cutting them into 
blocks and reconstructing them on high ground more than 200 feet above their previous site. In 1979 Abu Simbel, 
Philae, and other nearby monuments were collectively designated a UNESCO World Heritage site. 
 
Rameses' temple is dedicated to Ptah; the god 
of the underworld, Amon, Ra-Harakhte; a 
form of the god Horus.  Four seated statues of  
Rameses flank the entrance! each more than 65 
feet high, the front of the temple is about 120 
feet and it is more than 100 feet high.  Smaller 
statues of the royal family are also carved at 
the entrance, including Nefertari and some of 
his many children. 

   
Egypt, Ramses is surrounded by the three gods. 
Oct 22, 1995, Scott#1600, note color difference for same stamp. 

Inside the temple is a grouping of the three gods to whom the temple is dedicated with Rameses seated among them.  
The ancient Egyptian religion believed their pharaoh was a god and he ruled as a god.   
  

 

<<  God Horus and façade of Nefertari Temple, Oct 24, 1964, Scott #652. 
 

Nefertari was the Great Wife of Rameses II.  She is often depicted at his side.  Few queens 
of Egypt held power as she did.  The smaller temple at Abu Simbel was dedicated to both 
her and the goddess Hathor, who is depicted with cows ears.  Nefertari died some time 
around the 25th year of Rameses’ reign and was buried in the Valley of the Queens.  Her 
tomb is among the most beautiful of all the Egyptian tombs.   

 
“My love is unique, no one can rival her, for she is the most beautiful woman alive.  Just by passing, she has stolen away 
my heart.” 
   --Rameses II 

(cont’d pg 5) 
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The smaller temple, Nefertari's temple, is dedicated to the goddess 
Hathor.  Six huge statues, each more than 30 feet high flank the entrance.  
Four are of Rameses and two are of Nefertari.  They are carved into a 
cliff face 90 feet long and 40 feet high, roughly one-third the size of 
Rameses's temple.  Inside Nefertari is deified next to Hathor, who is 
portrayed with cows ears. 

     

    
Congo, Hathor Pillar,    Egypt, Hathor Pillar 
Mar 9,1964,Scott#CB3  Jan 2, 1980, 
Scott#1126 

Palestine, issued 1958,   Hathor, 1973,            Hathor, Jan 8, 1914, 
Scott #N68                   Scott#898                 Scott #51 

 
They were almost completely covered in sand when first seen by explorer 
Burckhardt in 1813.  When it was found that damming the Nile would mean these 
temples would be inundated by the Nile and the lake the dam would create! 
UNESCO became involved with finding a way to save them.  Even today they are 
not easy to reach and require a special flight from Luxor.  Several plans were 
discussed but the one decided upon was to cut the entire mountain into pieces, 
number them, and reconstruct the mountain on higher ground.   
 

 
Nefertari, issued Nov 1, 1963,  
Scott #153.

   

 

The entrance to Nefertari’s temple is flanked by six 
standing statues of Nefertari and Rameses II. On each 
side there are 2 statues of Rameses and 1 of Nefertari, 
each stands over 33 feet tall. Nefertari’s temple also 
honors Hathor, the goddess of love and music.  

Rameses Temple issued Oct 24,  Nefertari’s Temple Oct 24, 
1963, Scott C103                         1963, Scott C102 
 

Inside the temple is a famous relief of Nefertari being crowned by goddesses Hathor and Isis, which is depicted on many 
stamps which were issued to publicize the plight of these monuments in the 1960s. 
 

    
Oct 1, 1963          Oct 7, 2013 

The entrance to Rameses’ temple is flanked by 4 seated statues of Rameses, 67 
feet high. Built to venerate the divine nature of the Pharaoh on the outskirts 
of his Empire in upper Egypt. The temple is aligned in such a way that twice a 
year, summer and winter solstice, the sun’s rays penetrate to the innermost 
sanctuary to illuminate statues of gods Ptah, Amun Ra, Rameses II, and Re-
Horakhty. 
 

Ramses II mummy was moved from his original burial place in the  Valley of 
the Kings during the period of looting of the tombs. His mummy was moved 
to tomb DB320, located near Deir el-Bahri, where it would be safe from tomb 
robbers. It was found there in 1881 and moved to Cairo's Egyptian Museum.   

Scott #590,          Scott #2108 
 

The mummy tells us that Ramses II was rather short for an ancient Egyptian: 5ft7 (170cm). It also shows us his hooked 
nose, red hair and wounds and fractures incurred in battle, and that he suffered from arthritis. 
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