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Algeria, Roman Gates of Lodi, 
Medea, Nov 1, 1962, Scott#295 

. 
 

Médéa is located roughly 83 km south of Algiers.  The present-day city is 
situated on the site of an ancient Roman military post and has a history dating 
back to the 10th century. The town is French in character, with a rectangular city 
plan, red tile-roofed buildings, and beautiful public gardens. The hills 
surrounding Médéa are covered with vineyards, orchards, and farms that yield 
abundant grain. Médéa’s chief product is wine.   

 

Over the centuries the Romans left their mark on the world and today there are numerous Roman sites that can be 
visited, some stunning monuments known throughout the globe, others abandoned in forgotten deserts or ignored.  
Rome had the best army, building their civilization atop those they conquered.   
 
Algeria is a nation with a rich and variant history, the archaeological and historic sites in Algeria reflect the diverse roots 
of the country.  Once known as Numidia, the region saw the influences of the Carthaginians, Romans and Greeks 
before becoming part of the Roman Empire. Later Algeria was ruled by the Vandals, Byzantines, Ottomans and French 
before obtaining independence. 
 

 

The Narmer Palette 
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Egypt Post Day, issued Jan 2, 1986, Scott #C183 

 

Found in 1898 at Hierakonpolis, today’s  Nekhen.  The Narmer 
Palette dates to the Predynastic Era.  It is one of the most significant 
artifacts of ancient Egypt.  It is one of the first written documents.  
Nar (catfish). Mer (chisel) phonetically spell Narmer.  The name was 
inscribed at the top of the palette on both sides, placed between two 
representations of Horus. 
 
The palette is one of most famous Egyptian relics there is number of 
hypotheses concerning interpretation of individual scenes and 
figures. Among those most fantastic is the one suggesting that the 
palette in its shape resembles Sinai peninsula and commemorates 
colonization of this area. 
 
The palette is made of greywacke (other names: limestone, grey 
sandstone, slate).  Its dimensions are 63 x 42 cm. This is a votive 

palette for crushing cosmetic powder so that its central (utilizable) element is shallow depression surrounded by long 
necks of two serpopards. 
 

One side depicts Narmer wearing the Deshret or Red Crown of Lower Egypt marching toward two rows of decapitated 
prisoners.  A pair of lions intertwining their serpentine necks, symbolizing the joining of the two lands, upper and lower 
Egypt is shown below.  At the bottom Narmer is depicted as a raging bull trampling the defeated enemy. 
 

On the reverse of the palette Narmer is depicted wearing the Hedjet or White Crown of Upper Egypt standing before 
Horus about to strike the enemy with his mace.  The message conveyed is that he conquered his enemy and joined the 
two lands of Upper and Lower Egypt to one, under his rule.  The principal scene on the obverse side shows a king in 
the white crown of Upper Egypt, holding in upraised right hand a mace while in left one, put on head of an enemy, has 
an object being probably a cylinder seal. Narmer is dressed up with a kind of tunic, fastened over his left shoulder and 
with the bull’s tail hanging from back of belt. Also from the belt are hanging down four fringes resembling bundles of 
reed  stalks  endowed by  their roots with  images of the same goddess – Hathor or Bat.  A prisoner is wearing only belt  
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around hip, made probably of leaves. He is bearded and long haired. Right to his head is a rectangular hieroglyph filled 
in with wavy lines and harpoon laid above. According to one assumption the prisoner is a chieftain of harpooners of 
north-western Delta.   
 

Above the figure of the prisoner smitten by Narmer there is an object with protruding head of bearded and long haired 
man, held symbolically by a falcon standing on papyrus stalks which grow out of the bottom.  Six stalks would thus 
symbolize 6000 imprisoned foes. This hypothesis does not seem to be very convincing and rather the plants may 
symbolize captured land, they may have been stalks of papyrus representing the Delta.   
 

Next to Narmer, behind his back, there is figure of official placed on its own base. This high official with a pectoral 
hung over his neck, holds a jar in his right hand and sandals in left one. Next to his head there is hieroglyphic 
inscription composed of seven petalled rosettes and a kind of a jar turned upside down. This group of hieroglyphs is 
read hem – king’s servant, or sandal-bearer of the ruler. The very rosette is by some scholars interpreted as title of king 
of the Upper Egypt. 
 

Between them, in the middle, there is the Horus name of Narmer, inscribed in serekh.   No king named Narmer 
appears on any king list so it is believed that Narmer and Menes are the same person.  Pharaohs had more than one 
name, throne name and ...  name.  According to Manetho's kings list, made c.3000BC, which divided history into 
Dynasties, Menes was the first king of the first dynasty of a unified Egypt (c.3100BC), Men (established).   
 

The Narmer Palette can be found in the Egyptian National Museum in Cairo. 
 

New Digs 
 

 
France, Charlemagne S/Sheet, issued 2015 
 

Charlemagne also known as Charles the Great or Charles I, was King of 
the Franks who united most of Western Europe during the early Middle 
Ages and laid the foundations for modern France and Germany. He 
took the Frankish throne from 768 and became King of Italy from 774. 
From 800 he became the first Holy Roman Emperor — the first 
recognized emperor in Western Europe since the collapse of the 
Western Roman Empire three centuries earlier. The expanded Frankish 
state he founded is called the Carolingian Empire. 
 

Called the "Father of Europe" Charlemagne united most of Western 
Europe for the first time since the Roman Empire.  His rule spurred the 
Carolingian Renaissance, a period of energetic cultural and intellectual

activity within the Church. Both the French and German monarchies considered their kingdoms to be descendants of 
Charlemagne's empire. 
 

The Romanesque Hildesheim Cathedral, with its ancient bronze doors (Bernward 
Doors) (c. 1015) and other treasures. The church was built in the 9th century, but 
almost completely destroyed in 1945; it was reconstructed soon after the war.  It is 
listed as an UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1985. The "Thousand-year Rose" is 
a reputedly 1,000 years old dog rose bush, allegedly the world's oldest living rose. It 
continues to flourish on the wall of the cathedral apse. 
 

Hildesheim, one of the oldest cities in Northern Germany, became the seat of the 
Bishopric of Hildesheim in 815 and may have been founded when the bishop 
moved from Elze to the Innerste ford, which was an important market on the 
Hellweg  trade  route.    The settlement around the cathedral very quickly developed 

 
Germany- 1200 Years Diocese 
of Hildesheim, issued  2015. 

into a town and was awarded market rights by King Otto III in 983.  Originally the market was held in a street called 
Old Market (Alter Markt) which still exists today. The first market place was laid out around the church St. Andreas. 
When the city grew further, a bigger market place became necessary. The present market place of Hildesheim was laid 
out at the beginning of the 13th century when the city had about 5,000 inhabitants. When Hildesheim obtained city 
status in 1249, it was one of the biggest cities in Northern Germany. 
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