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Time permitting, tourists visiting Egypt usually 
include Luxor, the site of ancient Thebes (see map on 
Laos Scott #89).  On the west bank of the Nile near 
Luxor are the ancient funerary temples and tombs of 
the aristocracy.  On the east bank are the temples 
devoted to worship of the triad, Amun-Re, Mut and 
Khonsu, by the pharaoh and his priests.  In this article 
we examine stamps illustrating scenes of the two 
major temples in the area on the east bank of the 
Nile:  Ipset-isut, “The (Most) Select of places” just 
north of the town, and Ipet-resyt, “The Southern Ipet” 
in the center of town. 
 

 

 
 
 
The entire area of Luxor/Karnak/Thebes is 
listed on the UNESCO list of cultural sites.

  Laos #89 (March 8, 1964) 
         Map of sites along the Nile. 

  This stamp was also issued in a souvenir sheet of 3 values 
 
The huge complex of Ipet-isut is approached from the Nile through an avenue of rams (Egypt Higgins & Gage 42) 
dating from the reign of the pharaoh Ramesses II (1290-1224BC).  Each ram, representing the power of the 
monarch, holds a small statue of Ramesses between its fore paws. 
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H&G #42  This postal card is one in a set of 25 views, 

another appears elsewhere in this article. 
Only 200 of each were issued.  Postal usage is rare. 

 

 
               Qatar Scott#47          with overprint – note “D” 
               (Jan 17, 1965)           & currency lower right --  

Column from  Great           probably not issued. 
              Hypostyle Hall 
 

 
 
The Great Hypostyle Hall of the 
Temple of Amun-Mut-Khonsu, 
measuring 338 ft. by 171 ft., has 
not been illustrated on postal 
material.  However, one of the 
hall’s 134 papyrus columns has 
been shown on stamps.  The 
center ones are 69 feet tall and 
have open capitals (Qatar Scott 
#47).  In ancient Egyptian 
mythology the columns with 
their bud or flower capitals 
represent the plants on the 
original island of creation.   
  

Hypostyle Hall 
 

 
Egypt Scott#1519 (May 25, 1997) 

Pharaoh Amenhotep III 
 

 
Egypt Scott#1761 (May 25, 2002) 

Temple of Karnak 
 
Construction of the hall was initiated by Amenhotep III (Egypt 
Scott #1519), but many of its decorations were usurped by 
Ramesses II whose cartouche is prominently carved on the 
column shown.  The exterior walls of the hall are covered with 
reliefs celebrating military exploits.  For example, the got Thoth 
is shown inscribing the name of a victorious Ramesses II on a 
wall.  Note that the cartouche on the stamp (Egypt Scott #107) 
reads “Son of the Sun Fuad Living Forever”!  Fuad I ruled 
Egypt as sultan and king in AD 1868-1936.  

Scott #107 (April 1925) 
Thoth Carving Cartouche
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Rising above the temple enclosure were obelisks whose gilded pyramid shaped tops caught the rays of the rising 
and setting sun.  Obelisks date back to the early sun cults in Egyptian history.  They consist of a lengthly tapering 
upright shaft with four sides and are topped by a sharply pointed and gilded pyramidion. 
 
 

 
France Scott #584 (May 7, 1947) 

Place de la Concorde, Paris 
        Obelisk on left of fountain 

 
Egypt Scott #1549 

(Jan 2, 1994) Tutmosis III 
 

 
Turkey Scott #254 (Jan 14, 1914) 

Obelisk in Istanbul 
(Constantinople 

when this stamp was issued) 
 
Two of those erected at Karnak have been illustrated on stamps.  One of the two 74 ft. high 280 ton obelisks of 
Ramesses, which stood before his temple at Karnak, was donated to France by Mohammed Ali and transported to 
Paris in 1831 (France Scott #584).  Another, ascribed to Djehutymes III (Tutmosis in Greek, Egypt Scott #1549) 95 
ft. high, was taken by Theodosius I to Istanbul and erected on the central axis of the Hippodrome in AD 390 
(Turkey Scott #254). 
 
As one of the leading officials at the court of 
Amenhotep III, Amenhotep Son of Hapu was 
responsible for the sculpting of various statues of the 
kind, and supervised construction of several buildings 
at Thebes.  Therefore, he was granted the privilege of 
placing a statue of himself within the Great Temple at 
Karnak (Egypt Scott #152).  This statue was the only 
private monument allowed in the royal temples.  The 
inscription across the base of the kneeling figure reads 
“People of Karnak who wish to see Amun; come to me 
and I will transmit your petitions.” 
 

 
Egypt Scott #152 (Dec 29, 1927) 

Amenhotep, Son of Hapu 

Seen beyond the sixth pylon of the Great Temple is the First Hall of Records constructed by Djehutymes III (1504-
1450BC).  Its roof was supported by two granite pillars (Egypt Scott #1763).  The pillar on the right bears the lotus 
hieroglyph of Upper Egypt; the one on the left, the papyrus hieroglyph of Lower Egypt. 
 

 
Egypt Scott #1763 (June 1, 2002) 
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In the courtyard of the seventh pylon of the Great Temple, 
archaeologist Georges Legrain in 1904 discovered a cache of over 
700 statues.  A striding statue of Djehutymes III (1504-1450BC) was 
unearthed, the head of which is illustrated here (Egypt Scott C221).  
Djehutymes III (Tuthmosis in Greek) was the king who erased most 
of the cartouches of his predecessor Queen Hatshepsut (1498-
1483BC) from her monuments in the temple precincts. 
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Egypt #C221 (Mar. 25, 1997) 

Tutmosis III 
 

 
Egypt #C181 (Mar. 1, 1985) 

Akhenaton 
 

Just east of the temple of Amun, the pharaoh Akhenaten (1350-
1334BC) constructed a temple dedicated to the Aten, a sun god 
venerated in Egypt’s Old Kingdom but now worshipped as the 
alternative to Amun (“the Hidden One”).  In a peristyle court of this 
temple, several sandstone statues of the kind were discovered, 
including the one illustrated here (Egypt Scott C181).  In the Year 6 
of his reign, in an effort to undercut the power of the priests of Amun, 
Akhenaten moved his court downstream to a site midway between 
Memphis and Thebes.  He names the site Akhetated, “Horizon of the 
Aten”. 
 

 
Egypt #56 (Jan 8, 1914) 

Pylon of Karnak & 
Temple of Khonsu 

There is a gate through the southern wall of the Karnak precincts erected by Ptolemy III Euergetes (247-222BC, 
Egypt Scott #86).  The typography on the stamp is so fine that the figures of the gods worshipped by Euergetes can 
be identified with the aid of a magnifying glass. 
 

 
Egypt #1344d (June 18, 1987) 

Temple of Theban Triad, Luxor 
 

 
H&G #42, Columns of Great Hypostyle Hall, Karnak   

 
Beyond the gate was an avenue of sphinxes used as a processional way at times, when statues of Amun and his 
consorts “visited” the Southern Ipet and its god Amenemope, “Amun of the Ipet”.  The temple itself is 623 ft. by 
180 ft. (Egypt Scott #1344d).  The ancient ruin is marred by the presence of a mosque dedicated to the Muslim 
saint, Abu el-Haggag, erected during a period when the archaeologists were absent from the site.  The imposing 
colonnade built by Amenhotep III was the prototype for the Great Hypostyle Hall of the Karnak temple.  Details of 
the 62 ft. columns are shown on a postal card from the set mentioned earlier in this article (Egypt H&G #42).  
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 Scott #1275 (May 1, ‘85) 
         Rameses II 
 

Before the entrance pylon is the one remaining seated statue of Ramesses II (Egypt 
Scott 1275) and an 82 ft. high obelisk bearing his name (Egypt Scott #1761).  
Passing through this pylon one finds a forecourt constructed by Ramesses II 
bearing statues of the king between papyrus-bud columns (Egypt Scott #893).  But 
probably one of the most exciting finds in the temple area was the so-called Luxor 
Temple Cachette.  On the 22nd of January 1998, archaeologists and their workers 
discovered a deep pit containing a magnificent hoard of statues.  These were 
hidden there, possibly by priests, early in the 4th century AD when the Romans 
installed the cult of the deified Roman emperor.  On the stamps illustrated here 
(Egypt Scott #1592a and 1593) are shown seated statues of the goddess Hathor, the 
god Atum, and the god Amun holding a smaller statue of king Horemheb (Egypt 
Scott #1515) between his legs. 

 

 
Scott #1592a (July 23, 1995) 

Hathor & Atum se-tenant issue 
 
 

 

 
Egypt Scott #1515 
(1999) Horemheb 

 

 
Scott#1593 (July 23, 1995) 

Amun & Horemheb 

 
Egypt Scott #C155 (Mar. 21, 1973) 

Sound & Light Show at Karnak 
 

 
Photo of Sound & Light Show

 
No visit to the temples of Karnak and Luxor is complete without attendance at one of the sound-and-light 
shows (Egypt Scott #C155).  The views are spectacular and the audio presentation nicely summarized the 
history of the “Greatest Outdoor Museum in the World”. 
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