
Who are we?    (continued) 

There was a typo in the renewal that I did not notice.  Angkor was listed for January and April.  April’s article should 
have been listed as Petra, Jordan.  Something with lots of temples and building structures carved right into the rock. 
    The voting numbers have 35 “favorites”, 35 “liked it” and 14 “okay” votes.  I also count how many general votes 
each article received.  Runes received 15 votes in total, 10 for favorite, totaling 37 points.  Though Cappadocia and 
Angkor received the same amount of votes, Jerusalem received more “favorite” votes, making the tie for second place 
between Angkor and Jerusalem.  Ravenna had one less vote than Angkor but one less “favorite” than those in second 
place.  Then came Ravenna for third, but I couldn’t ignore Cappadocia’s strong showing in overall voting.  Then came 
Easter Island and Greece.  Only one person listed Greece as a collecting interest and nobody listed Pacific Islands.  
Though one person listed a special interest in Apollo – I put this under “mythology”, which then showed two 
collectors.  I wonder how the Irish will do!  
    I use the information gathered to plan for the coming year.  No main articles about Egypt appeared in 2014.  I need 
more Egypt, continue to fill out as much as possible with information about New Digs, need something about Rock 
Art or language through rock carvings (more Runes?),  mosaics would be nice and I should not overlook Mesopotamia.  
What IS going on in Iran and Iraq these days anyway?  I better check the Scotts. 
 

Lalibela, Ethiopia 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

Ethiopia is one of the largest countries in Africa, they have their own alphabet, their 
own language (Amharic) and have never been colonized. They have their own clock 
and calendar – which contains 13 months/year. Their clock marks 0:00 hours as 
6:00am.  The country was also once historically known as Abyssinia. 
 
Situated near Lake Tana in Ethiopia, Lalibela is famous for its churches hewn from 
the pink colored rock of the Lasta Mountains.  The site is associated with the Zagwe 
dynasty and named after one of its rulers who reigned in the 11th to 12th century. 
 

Ethiopia has the most UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Africa.  Ethiopia's ancient 
Ge'ez script, also known as Ethiopic, is one of the oldest alphabets still in use in the 
world and has many similarities with the Armenian alphabet.   Lalibela became a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1978. 
 

 
      Ethiopia  Lalibela Cross.  
      Dec 7, 1967, Scott #492.

 

 
Afro Ayigeba Cross of Lalibela, 

Apr 27, 2000, Scott #1548. 

 

Lalibela is a church complex is carved from solid rock, containing eleven churches joined 
by tunnels and passages, many of which have appeared on stamps.  The layout and 
names of the major buildings in Lalibela are widely accepted, especially by the local 
clergy, to be a symbolic representation of Jerusalem, which has led some experts to date 
the current form of its churches to the years following the capture of Jerusalem in 1187 
by the Muslim soldier Saladin. 
 

The population of Lalibela is almost completely Ethiopian Orthodox Christian.  
According to the 2007 National Census, Christians make up more than 60% of the 
country's population.  These churches have been in continuous use since they were built 
in the 12th century. 
 

The first Europeans to see these extraordinary holy sites were Portuguese explorers in 
the 1520s; one of whom, explorer Pêro da Covilhã (1460–1526) noted in his journal that

the sights were so fantastic, he expected readers of his descriptions would accuse him of lying.  His description of these 
structures concludes: 
“I weary of writing more about these buildings, because it seems to me that I shall not be believed if I write more ... I 
swear by God, in Whose power I am, that all I have written is the truth” 

(cont’d pg 8) 
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Lalibela, Ethiopia 

By Caroline Scannell          (cont’d from pg 7) 

 
The town of Lalibela was originally known as 
Roha and was renamed after the 12th-century 
King Lalibela, who commissioned these 
extraordinary churches.  King Lalibela's goal was 
to create a New Jerusalem for those who could 
not make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.   
According to some reports, he had been to the 
Holy Land himself and was inspired by what he 
saw.  The king did not attempt to copy the 
churches of the Holy Land, however Lalibela's 
sacred architecture could not be more unique. 

   
Ethiopia, Monasteries & Churches,(l to r) St. George’s Monastery,   
Meskele  Kristonse Church, Debre Damo Abuna Aregawa Monastery,   
issued June 9, 2011, Scott # 1753, 1754 & 1755. 

 

 
The Four Churches,  
April 15, 1970,  Scott #556 

 

The churches of Lalibela were not constructed — they were excavated. Each church 
was created by first carving out a wide trench on all four sides of the rock, then 
painstakingly chiseling out the interior.  The largest church is 40 feet high, and the 
labor required to complete such a task with only hammers and chisels is astounding. 
 
Popular legend has it that angels came every night to pick up where the workmen had 
left off.   One of the churches, Bet Maryam, contains a stone pillar on which King 
Lalibela wrote the secrets of the buildings' construction. It is covered with old cloths 
and only the priests may look on it. 

 

The most spectacular of the 11 churches is Bet Giorgis (St. George's).  Located on the western side of the cluster of 
churches, it is cut 40 feet down and its roof forms the shape of a Greek cross.  It was built after Lalibela's death 
(c.1220) by his widow as a memorial to the saint-king.  
 
In the "Northern Group" across the main road from St. George, the most notable church is Beta Medhane Alem, home 
to the Lalibela Cross and believed to be the largest monolithic church in the world.  
 

         
The our Churches;  Bieta Medhane Alem, Bieta Mariam, Bieta Amanull [Emmanuel], Bieta Giorgis [George], issued 
April 15, 1970,  Scott #553-4-5 & 7.  #556 from the set is shown above left. 
 

Bete Medhane Alem, linked by walkways and tunnels to Beta Maryam (St. Mary's), is possibly the oldest of the 
churches.  In the east wall of the church is an array of geometric carved windows in a vertical line.  From the bottom up 
is a Maltese cross in a square; a semi-circle shape like that on the Axum stelae; a Latin cross; and a simple square 
window. 
 

Next to Beta Maryam is Beta Golgotha, known for its artwork which includes life-
sized carvings of saints on the walls. It is also home to the tomb of King Lalibela, 
over which stands a gold-draped Ark. The Western group is completed by the 
Selassie Chapel and the Tomb of Adam.   Farther afield lie the monastery of 
Ashetan Maryam and Yimrehane Kristos church (possibly from the 11th century). 
 
(cont’d pg 9) 

 
France, UNESCO, Rock Cut 
Church of Lalibela, issued Oct 
22, 1984, Scott # 2O29 
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Lalibela, Ethiopia 

By Caroline Scannell 

 

The early 20th century was marked by the reign of Emperor Haile Selassie I, who 
claimed to be a direct descendant of the Queen of Sheba and Solomon,  came to 
power after Iyasu V was deposed.  He undertook a nationwide modernization 
campaign from 1916, when he was made a Ras and Regent (Inderase) for Zewditu I 
and became the de facto ruler of the Ethiopian Empire.  Following Zewditu's death, 
he was made Emperor on November 2nd 1930. 
 

 
Emperor Haile Selassi, Map, Rock 
Church of Lalibela, Obelisk, issued 
April 15, 1958, Scott C57. 

 
Murals at right are: 

o Adoration of the Kings.  
o Baptism of Jesus.  
o Jesus teaching in the Temple.  
o Jesus giving sight to the Blind.  
o Crucifixion.  
o Resurrection.  

   

 
Ethiopia, Murals from Ethiopian Churches, Issued April 23, 1975, Scott #725-80 (l to r) 

Recent work at the site by British archaeologist David Phillipson has provided a new perspective on the history of 
Lalibela. The site is thought to have come into being in the 7th or 8th century, at a time when the power of Axum to the 
north was in decline and the political environment was unstable. Some structures dating to this phase, namely the 
churches of the Ethoppian saint Merkurios and of the archangel Gabriel, may have been part of a fortress and palace 
complex. 
 

 

New Digs 

 

   
Algeria, Prehistoric Rock Art, Issued 2014, possibly September 
Images from Stampworld,  no further information known. 

 

  
Algeria, Ancient Coins, Issued 2016, possibly 
February No further information known.  

 
Armenia, Kingdom of Cilicia (1080 – 1375), Issued 2014, date unknown.  
After the devastating raids of Seljuks thousands of Armenians moved toward Cilicia - region of Armenia Minor situated 
between the Taurus and Amanus mountains close to Mediterranean coast. The Armenian population in Cilicia gradually 
became predominant.  By the beginning of the 14th century, the aggressive Mamelukes dynasties becoming stronger 
and dangerous, the Armenian Kings had no way out but seeking protection of the European monarchs.  But the 
European leaders, although sympathetic, were not able or willing to intervene. 
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