
The Aztecs 

By Christopher Kolker       (Cont’d. from pg 6) 
 

One of the more surprising aspects of the survey of Aztec art and archaeology in Mexican stamps is its relative paucity.  
Late-issue commemorative sheets simply haven’t been made, and the comprehensive retelling of the Aztec story 
through philately has not been done.  One only hopes for the future. 
 

 
 

Complex of Koguryo Tombs, a UNESCO Heritage Site (2004) 

by Caroline Scannell 

 

 

<<  North Korea, Wall paintings from Koguryu Tombs, Scott #3947, Jan 1, 2000 
 

 
The concept of the Three Kingdoms of Korea refers to the three kingdoms of Baekje, Silla 
and Goguryeo. Goguryeo was later known as Goryeo, from which we get the modern name 
Korea.  The Three Kingdoms period was defined as being from 57BC to 668AD. 

 

 
Goryeo was a Korean kingdom located in the northern 
and central parts of the Korean Peninsula and the 
southern and central parts of Manchuria.  It was an active 
participant in the power struggle for control of the Korean 
peninsula and was also associated with the foreign affairs 
of neighboring polities in China and Japan. 
 
The site in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
includes several group and individual tombs - totaling 
about 30 individual graves - from the later period of the 
Koguryo Kingdom, one of the strongest kingdoms in 
northeast China and half of the Korean peninsula which 
reigned between the 3rd century BC and 7th century AD.  

 
North Korea, Kogoryu tombs. Minisheet of 4, Scott #4664, 
issued Mar 10, 2007. 

 
 

 
<<  North Korea, View of the complex of Koguryo Tombs, 
Scott #4439, June 14, 2005 

 
 

 
 
 
Many of the tombs have beautiful wall paintings which 
offer a unique window to daily life of the period and are 
the only remains of this culture.  Only about 90 out of an 
estimated 10,000 Koguryo tombs discovered in China and 
Korea to date have wall paintings.  Many are believed to be 
tombs of kings, members of the royal family and the 
aristocracy. 
 
The earliest known Korean state was Old Choson, located 
in today’s northwestern Korea and southern Northeast 
China.  Conquered by the Han Chinese in 108BC the 
Chinese set up military outposts in Korea which spread 
Chinese culture and civilization. 
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Complex of Koguryo Tombs, a UNESCO Heritage Site (2004) 

by Caroline Scannell 

 

 
North Korea, Wall paintings from Koguryu Tombs, Scott #3948, 
Jan 1, 2000. 

 
The first of the three main Korean kingdoms to 
come in contact with the spreading Chinese 
influence was Koguryo.  Other civilizations were 
the Paekche in the southwest and Silla in the 
southeast, which emerged in the 3rd and the 4th 
century AD, respectively.  Paekche and Silla also 
had contact with Japan, along with a smaller 
kingdom called Kaya, located on the central 
southern coast.   These kingdoms accepted 
Buddhism, Confucianism, and most important, 
Chinese characters as a means of communication 
and education.  But this article will concentrate on 
the Koguryo civilization and culture.  

 
Koguryo was initially the most powerful kingdom, 
controlling most of the peninsula and Manchuria by 
the 5th century.   
 
The Koguryo tombs identified in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea encompass 63 
individual tombs including 16 tombs with wall 
paintings considered masterpieces of wall painting, 
which are included in the UNESCO inscribed 
property.  Many of these works have appeared on 
stamps of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea.  The Complex of Koguryo Tombs evidences 
the Koguryo culture, its burial customs, daily life 
and beliefs. The special burial customs of this 
culture had an important influence on other cultures 
in the region, such as China and Japan. 
  

North Korea, Paintings from Anak Tomb #3, Scott #4775, Sept 2, 
2008. 

Koguryo in China 
The site includes archaeological remains of 
three cities and 40 tombs: Wandu Mountain 
City, Guonei City and Wandu Mountain City, 
14 imperial tombs and 26 of nobles. All belong 
to the Koguryo culture, named after the 
dynasty that ruled over parts of northern China 
and the northern half of the Korean Peninsula 
from 37BC to 668AD.  Wandu Mountain City, 
one of the capitals of the Koguryo Kingdom, 
contains many vestiges including a large palace 
and 37 tombs.  
 

 
China , The Romance of the Three Kingdoms tells what happened in 
China around 220AD - 280AD, Scott #2893, issued Aug 26, 1998.  

Some of the tombs have elaborate ceilings, designed to roof wide spaces without columns and carry the heavy load of a 
stone or earth tumulus which was placed above them.  
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Complex of Koguryo Tombs, a UNESCO Heritage Site (2004) 

by Caroline Scannell 

 
China Romance of the Three Kingdoms by Luo Guanzhong, Scott #2180, issued 
Nov 25, 1988.  

 
 

Unfortunately, the cities and tombs 
have not been described on Chinese 
postage stamps, but the Koguryo 
Kingdom has been immortalized 
through the novel by Luo Guanzhong 
in the 14th century "The Romance of 
the Three Kingdoms". This novel is part 
of the cultural legacy of this period of 
China's history. It is a Chinese historical 
novel about the turbulent period often 
referred to as the Three Kingdoms(220-
280), and is acclaimed as one of as one 
of the Four Classical Novels of Chinese 
Literature.

Club News 

Now, for the most important news you have been waiting for.  I should explain this is a “vote early – vote often” 
system.  Some people never vote, and I apologize to those Egyptian and Nubian collectors out there who seem to have 
been neglected this year.  My late cat, Pharoa Athena, had an exhibit of the stamps issued to save the Nubian 
Monuments but after 12 years I am fresh out of ideas.  My present cats think stamp albums are just great – to climb on.  
No interest in collecting or exhibiting. 
 

This year had a surprise runaway favorite article.  I add up the numbers two different ways; one is total points and the 
other is how many votes each article garnered for first, second and third.  As I said, this year was a complete surprise 
and sent me to re-read the article on Syria.  Another surprise was the article about Butrint and Gjirokastra in Albania.  
This one got the least amount of points but one member wrote that he had been in both places last year. 
 

So which article was second?  An article I have been asked for permission to reproduce; “The Mayan Empire: An 
Overview and It’s Philatelic Legacy” by Christopher Kolker.  This article garnered 6 votes for favorite while The 
UNESCO Sites of Syria got 7 votes for favorite.  It was close. 
 

Other articles in ranking: The Silk Road, The Incans and Their Peruvian Philatelic Heritage, (these two tied for third 
place), Aphrodite (Venus in Roman), The Great Stupa – An Epicenter of Ancient Buddhism, Catal Hoyuk, and in the 
distance Albania.  The last two garnering one “favorite” vote each. 
 

I like to do this poll annually because many times a member collects Egypt and votes for something entirely different.  I 
try to keep a variety of articles running and thank Chris Kolker for his help in writing articles.  He is definitely my South 
American writer.  Others are welcome.  I would like to keep a stock of articles, which would enable me to always have 
something to plug into an issue.  The New World has been welcomed so well that the January issue starts with The 
Aztecs.    
 

All the above was with half the membership responding.  Three renewals were received the past week.  Two more votes 

for Maya and it would have beat Syria.  Vote early, vote often. 
 

New Digs 

 

Austria, Tourism, Archaeology, Food, One value bird, Etc. Self-Adhesive 
Coils, issued 2018. 
 

Carnuntum was a Roman Legionary Fortress or castrum legionarium 
and also headquarters of the Pannonian fleet from 50 AD.  After the 
1st century it was capital of the Pannonia Superior province. It also 
became a large city of 50,000 inhabitants.  Established in the year 6AD 
as a fortified winter military encampment, Carnuntum grew over the 
following centuries into one of the most important cities in the Roman 
Empire. Situated at the intersection of the Amber Trail and the east-
west Roman legionary road, Carnuntum blossomed at the end of the 
second century AD into a major city on the Danube.  Under Marcus  

(cont’d next pg.)
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