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The Ishtar Gate of Babylon 

by Caroline Scannell 

 
Babylon, located in Southern Mesopotamia, was among the first urban societies.  
Babylon was made up from the merger of two ancient t civilizations, Akkad and Sumer. 
 
This basalt statue of lion trampling a man discovered in 1776 formed part of the north 
Palace at Babylon. 
 
Robert Koldewey developed new techniques for excavating Mud brick structures and 
was among the new breed of archaeologists who saw the importance of tracing and 
studying history rather than accumulating antiquities.  Working under the auspices of 
the German Oriental Society selected Babylon to excavate.   
 

 
Lion of Babylon, issued  
1942, Scott #89 

      
The Ishtar Gate was a double gate                                       As assembled in the Pergamon Museum, Berlin 
 
Koldewey began his excavations in 1899 and continued until 1917, when he was interrupted by World War I.   
 

 

 
<<  Germany Ishtar Gate, issued Jan 2, 2013  Scott#2705  
 
Early in his excavations, in an area where glazed tiled had been found he discovered 
the Ishtar Gate and Processional Way erected by Nebuchadnezzar in the 6th century 
BC.  In 1927 the structure was dismantled and taken to Berlin where it was displayed 
in the Pergamum Museum.   

(cont’d pg 3) 
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The Ishtar Gate of Babylon 

by Caroline Scannell          (cont’d from pg 1) 
 

The inner walls of Babylon had 8 entrance gates.  The most famous is the Gate of Ishtar, the goddess of war.  The brick 
walls of the gate are decorated with reliefs of dragons (symbol of the god Marduk) and bulls (symbol of the god Adad).   
 

Designs from Babylon, detail from Ishtar Gate, Babylon,  
580BC  Nov 23, 1966 

                      
German Democratic Republic,          German Democratic Republic,             German Democratic Republic,  The Lion is 
Sculptural relief of an auroch (bull)   Sculptural Relief of a dragon                 associated with Ishtar, the goddess of war 
Symbolizing the god Adad,               Symbolizing Marduk the patron            and protector of her people. 
Issued Nov 23, 1966, Scott #873.     god of Babylon, Scott #874.                  Issued Nov 23, 1966, Scott #875 & 876. 
 

 
The gate of Ishtar was reconstructed in the Pergamon Museum in Berlin 
using enameled bricks found on the site.  An inscription illustrates the 
works of Nubuchadnezzar II,  
“I dug the base of this gate, strengthened the foundation from the river 
with tar and enameled bricks in the color blue, on which wild bulls and 
dragons were shown.  I placed intrepid bulls and furious dragons at the 
entrance.” 
 
 

      
     Iraq, Babylon, the Gate & Lion, issued  
     Oct 24, 2011, Scott#1823 

 

 

Ancient Britain...A Walk Down Memory Lane 

 

    
 

    
 

Life in prehistoric times 
has always fascinated us. 
Thus, the Ancient Britain 
stamp issue is sure to 
capture your interest. This 
set of eight mint stamps 
issued January 17, 2017, 
features iconic sites and 
artifacts found in the 
United Kingdom with 
illustrated overlays to 
show how prehistoric  

civilization might have looked. Artifacts included are a Battersea Shield, a Star Carr Headdress, Drumbest Horns and a 
Mold Cape. Sites featured are Skara Brae Village, Maiden Castle Hill Fort, Avebury Stone Circles, and Grime’s Graves 
Flint Mines. 
 

Meticulously-designed Mint Stamps, a Presentation Pack, a First Day Cover and a Stamp Card Set complete this 
handsome collection 
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