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Early Man by Caroline Scannell 

 

At the beginning of the Paleolithic, hominids were found primarily in eastern 
Africa, east of the Great Rift Valley. Most known hominid fossils dating earlier 
than one million years BC are found in this area, especially in Kenya, Tanzania, 
and Ethiopia, and are illustrated on stamps of those countries. 
 
Two forms of Paleolithic art are known; small sculptures; and paintings, incised 
designs, and reliefs on the walls of caves.  Such as those produced throughout 
the Mediterranean and other scattered parts of Eurasia and Africa and survived 
in Eastern Europe and parts of Spain and France. 

 
Moldova Archaeologists at Dig 
Issued June 25, 2004, #467 

 

   
France,  Rouggignac Cave,       Malta, Neolithis Terra 
Issued May 27, 2006, #3197.      Cotta Figure, #1233 
                                                   Issued Feb 25, 2006 

 
Small sculptured pieces from the Upper Paleolithic that have 
been found typically were small, portable clay figurines and 
bone and ivory carvings. They include simple but realistic stone 
and clay animal figurines as well as carved stone statuettes of 
women, referred to as Venus figures. These small, stylized 
figures are characteristically rotund, emphasizing parts of the 
female body associated with sexuality and fertility; many are 
simply large breasts and exaggerated hips with small heads and 
no facial features. 

 
In western Europe, in the area of Spain and France limestone caves provided a sheltered 
surface for paintings, incised designs, and relief carvings.  These caves Altimira, Lascaux, 
Niaux, and Chauvet among the best known, have preserved much small carving of fine 
quality and an abundant and varied sample of prehistoric graphic art, from simple finger 
tracings in clay to sophisticated polychrome paintings, depicting animals of great 
naturalism and design. 

         
Spain, Altamira Caves #3053b,      Spain, Archers #1449,       Spain, Wall painting of a 
Issued Sept 22, 2000                      Issued Mar 27, 1967           bull, #1452, Mar 27, 1967 

 
Austria, Venus von  
Willendorf,  Aug 8, 2008 
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The linking of humans with earlier apes by descent became 
clear only after 1859 with the publication of Charles Darwin's 
On the Origin of Species, in which he argued for the idea of the 
evolution of new species from earlier ones. Darwin's book did 
not address the question of human evolution, saying only that 
"Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history". 
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Skulls of 
1. Gorilla 2. Australopithecus 3. Homo erectus 4. Neanderthal 
(La Chapelle aux Saints) 5. Steinheim Skull 6. modern Homo 
sapiens. Note the decreasing prognathism and thickness of the 
brow ridge, and the increasing size of the forehead. 
 

 
Kenya, Proconsul africanus, #215, Issued Jan 16, 1982

 
 
During the 1960s and 1970s, hundreds of fossils were found in East Africa in 
the regions of the Olduvai gorge and Lake Turkana by the Leakey family and 
others. Louis Leakey and his wife Mary, and later their son Richard and 
daughter-in-law Meave have been the most successful fossil hunters and 
palaeoanthropologists. From the fossil beds of Olduvai they amassed fossils of 
australopithecines, early Homo and even Homo erectus. 
 

 
Kenya, Olduvai Gorge, #767, 
Issued Nov 27, 2002 

 

        
Togo, Mary Leakey, issued 2013,                  Micronesia, issued Feb. 17, 2009,   
Non-Scott, Togo not UPU member.             Non Scott, (MI2077) 

 
 

These finds cemented Africa as the cradle 
of humankind. In the 1980s, Ethiopia 
emerged as a favored spot of palaeo-
anthropology as "Lucy", the most 
complete fossil member of the species 
Australopithecus afarensis, was found by 
Donald Johanson in Hadar, a region of 
northern Ethiopia. This area would be the 
location of many new hominin fossils, 
particularly those uncovered by the teams 
of Tim White in the 1990s, such as 
Ardipithecus ramidus. 

 

The word homo, the name of the biological genus to which humans belong, is Latin for "human". The word "human" is 
from the Latin humanus, the adjectival form of homo.  It was chosen originally by Carolus Linnaeus in his classification 
system. Linnaeus and other scientists of his time also considered the great apes to be the closest relatives of humans  
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based on similarities between the two.  
Macedonia issued a stamp honoring Linnaeus 
on the 300th anniversary of his birth.  His 
Swedish name was Carl Nilsson Linnæus but 
after his ennoblement he was also known as 
Carl von Linné. 
 

Humans gradually evolved from early 
members of the genus Homo such as Homo 
habilis – who used simple stone tools – into 
fully  behaviorally  and   anatomically  modern 

      
Ethiopia, “Lucy”          KUT, Proconsul skull,  Macedonia, Carl Linneaus, 
July 4, 1986, #1153      Rusinga Island, #179,   Issued June 20, 2007 
                                    Issued May 2, 1967. 

humans (Homo sapiens) during the Paleolithic era. 
 
It was during the end of the Middle and/or Upper Paleolithic that humans began to produce the earliest works of art 
and engage in religious and spiritual behavior such as burial and rituals.   
 

             
Uzbekistan, Scott #328, Issued May 10, 2002, Dryopithecus maior,  Homo erectus modjokertensis, Pithecanthropus erectus, 
Australopithecus afarensis, Zinjanthropus boisei,  Homo sapiens neanderthalensis, Sinanthropus pekinensis,  Protahnthropus 
heidelbergensis,  Homo Sapiens Fossilis (the last two depicted below). 
 

 
 

 

The anthropological and archeological evidence suggests that human music first 
arose when language, art and other modern behaviors developed in the Middle 
or the Upper Paleolithic period.  Music may have developed from rhythmic 
sounds produced by daily activities such as cracking nuts by hitting them with 
stones, because such a rhythm while working may have helped people to become 
more efficient.   
 

Charles Darwin proposed that music may have begun as a hominid mating strategy as 
many birds and some other animals produce music like calls to attract mates.  This 
hypothesis is generally less accepted than the previous one, but it nonetheless provides a 
possible alternative. Another explanation is that humans began to make music simply 
because of the pleasure it produced. 

 

        
Chad, Charles Darwin,  Guinea, Charles Darwin issued  Italy, Charles Darwin, (1809-82)  
#918 Oct.10, 2001        Apr 10, 2009, Non Scott            issued Feb 12, 2009, Scott #2911. 

      

The study of human evolution 
involves many scientific disciplines, 
including physical anthropology, 
primatology, archaeology, paleon-
tology, ethnology, linguistics, 
evolutionary psychology, embry-ology 
and genetics.  Many books have been 
written on these sciences for general 
readership in the last decade, with 
National Geographic offering DNA 
kits for a nominal fee. 
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