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The ruins of the Temple of Delphi visible today date from the 4th century BC.  
It was erected on the remains of an earlier temple dated to the 6th century BC 
which itself was erected on the site of a 7th-century BC.  The site was added to 
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1987. 
 
The 8th-century reformulation of the Oracle at Delphi as a shrine to Apollo 
seems associated with the rise in importance of the city of Corinth and the 
importance of sites in the Corinthian Gulf. 

 

The oracle of Apollo at Delphi was famed throughout the Greek world and beyond.  The 
oracle (the Pythia or priestess) would answer questions put to her by visitors wishing to 
be guided in their future  actions.  Established in the 8th century BC, the Pythia was 
widely credited for her prophecies inspired by being filled by the spirit of the god Apollo 
and would continue to be consulted until the 4th century AD. 
The temple survived until AD 390, when the Roman emperor Theodosius I silenced the 
oracle by destroying the temple and most of the statues and works of art to remove all 
traces of Paganism. 
 
The Delphic Oracle was the most prestigious and authoritative oracle among the Greeks, 
and she was without doubt the most powerful woman of the classical world. 
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During the war between Athena and Persia, the oracle was on the side of the Persians.  To 
a delegation from Athens she warned; “You are doomed.  Escape to the ends of creation.  
Leave your homes and your citadel your city circles like a wheel.”  The Athenians asked for 
and got, a better oracle “Zeus the all seeing grants to Athena a wall of wood.  It alone will 
not fall but help you and your children.” Adding “Oh divine Salamis, you will destroy 
women’s sons when Demeter’s grain is sown or gathered in at harvest.”  A wall of wood 
will save Athens?  Ah, but the fleet of ships at Salamis certainly did send the Persians back 
to their domain in Asia. 
 
However, the most famous prophesy of the oracle was to Croesus, King of Lydia, who was 
about to wage war with the Persians.   The oracle stated that if Croesus went to war a great 
empire would surely be destroyed.  Thus over confident of winning Croesus went to war 
and his empire was destroyed by Cyrus.  This was a severe misinterpretation. 

New Digs Special 
 

Greece, 150th Anniversary of National Archaeological Museum 
Hellenic Post inaugurates its 2017 publishing program with the issue of stamps dedicated to the 150 years of the 
National Archaeological Museum, honouring his contribution to civilization and to the preservation of Greek cultural 
heritage issued March 14, 2017, general circulation March 15th. 
  The National Archaeological Museum, the oldest museum in the country, is the largest archaeological museum of 
Greek territory and one of the most important in the world. Was founded in 1866 in a plot donated by Helen Tossitsa, 
with initial designs of the architects Ludwig Lange and Panayi Kalkos formed into their final form by Ernest Ziller, in 
order to preserve the antiquities from all over Greece, highlighting their historical, spiritual and artistic value globally. In 
the showcases of the museum is exposed a panorama of the ancient Greek civilization from the beginnings of 
prehistory to late antiquity while at her warehouses are recorded more than two hundred thousand antiquities. 
  The museum itself has a long and turbulent history: in his corridors archaeology meets the history of Greece and the 
historical forms of archaeologists. An important Greek and international research program, variety of educational 
programs, organization of speeches and temporary exhibitions constitute a modern and outgoing National 
Archaeological Museum profile. 
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