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The Troubles of Jerusalem 
by Christian Kolker 
 

The Crusaders later came and slaughtered both Muslims and Jews in 1099. Muslims eventually took back over in 1187 
and came back with the Jews. In 1948 after the British left, Jordan invaded with the goal to wipe out all existing Jews in 
the first Arab-Israel war.  They decimated the Jewish quarter, occupying it for 19 years, but by 1967 the Jewish quarter 
came back under Israel control. Today approximately 1000 families call the Jewish quarter home, and it is filled with 
archaeological sites, tourist areas, and cafés. 
 

 

The Fortified City of Carcassonne, France 
by Caroline Scannell 
 

Carcassonne was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997.  
Inhabited since Neolithic times, a fortified city has existed on the hill 
where Carcassonne is located today since before the Roman period.  
 
Located in southern France between historic trade routes that link the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean, the Aude plain to the Pyrenees.  The 
strategic location was recognized by the Romans, becoming known as 
Carcasum around 100BC.  The Romans occupied the hilltop until the 
end of the Empire.   
 

 
United Nations (Vienna)  Carcassonne,  
Scott #383, issued May 27, 2006  

 

Carcassonne was then taken over by the Visigoths in the 5th century who built the fortifications; traces of which still 
stand. 
 

 
France,  The Fortified City of Carcassonne, Scott #2760, issued 2000. 
 

In  the 6th century the Visigoths successfully 
foiled attacks by the Frankish king Clovis.  
Saracens from Barcelona took Carcassonne in 
725, but Frankish king Pépin le Bref (Pepin the 
short) drove them away in 759-60.  Though he 
took over most of southern France he was 
unable to take the fortress of Carcassonne. 

Famous for the Cité de Carcassonne with its massive defenses, dating from late antiquity, which encircle the castle and 
surrounding buildings, streets and the Gothic Cathedral, making it an outstanding example of a medieval fortified town. 
 

During the 13th-century Carcassonne became famous for its role in 
the Albigensian Crusades when the city was a stronghold of the Occitan 
Cathars, a religious sect holding a dualist Manichaean view of good and 
evil.   Carcassonne was captured and its inhabitants massacred by the 
Anglo-Normans under Simon de Montfort, who added to the 
fortifications, and became a possession of the French crown in 1247. It 
was at this time that the French king Louis IX founded the new town 
across the Aude. 
 

 
France, The Ramparts of the Cite de 
Carcassonne, Scott #345, issued 1938.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
<<  France, Heritage of France, Carcassonne, Scott #4471, issued Sept 9, 2013 

 
The medieval fortress was restored by Eugène Viollet-le-Duc in 1853 and added 
to the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites in 1997.  Carcassonne relies heavily 
on tourism but also counts manufacture and wine-making as some of its other 
key economic sectors. 
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