
Member News 
 

From the APS Newsletter delivered to APS members online: 

Affiliate: Old World Archaeology Study Unit 
Members of the Old World Archaeology Study Unit (OWASU), APS Affiliate #92, collect and study postage 
stamps related to archaeology from the stone age to the beginnings of recorded history. Members receive the 
quarterly Old World Archaeologist and have access to numerous catalogs, checklists, journals, slide shows, 
exhibits, books, e-books, and more through the OWASU library. For more information, contact Merle Farrington, 
P.O. Box 8, Medway, MA 02053; via e-mail  or visit it's website. 

 
APS Chapters & Affiliate Anniversaries 

Take a look at the APS Chapters and Affiliates celebrating anniversaries in 2015 and see which chapters have 
reached a milestone of 25, 50, 75, or 100 years. See what the APS Chapters Activities Committee can do for you. 
Don't belong to a club? Find one in your area. 
 

Sad News;  
Another of our Founding Members has passed away within a year.   
Hugh Johnston, OWASU #2 
In the middle of March I received a note from a friend of Hugh Johnston’s 
advising me he had passed, at the age of 95.  Hugh was instrumental in my 
taking over the editorship of the Old World Archaeologist.  I met Hugh 
and Mary at one of the topical stamp shows (Mary passed away 2007).  
Hugh enjoyed Egyptology and became an avid Egyptologist and Philatelist.  
He also loved railroads (another hobby of mine, the LIRR) and built an 
extensive model set up.  In his retirement he kept busy with several 
volunteer activities; working in the archive departments of the Northwest 
Museum of Arts and Culture as well as Whitworth University – where he 
was a Professor of Chemistry.  He was known for his piano recitals around 
the Spokane area, especially at senior centers and nursing homes.  Hugh 
was a founding member of the Old World Archaeology Study Unit. 
 

 

 

Club News 

We would like to thank the following 
members for their contributions to 
keeping The Old World Archaeologist 
publishing and the Old World 
Archaeology Study Unit functioning. 
A big THANKS to: 
Gerald Gallagher 
Phil Nordstrom 
Todd Pfeifer 
Jeffry Brottman 
Jerry Davis 
George Grabon 

Battle of Marathon 2500 Anniversary 

Stamps issued July 23, 2010, Scott #2437-40 
 

  
Athenian & Persian fighting      Phalanx marching into battle 

 

  
Battle scene                               Bronze Corinthian helmet 

 

Marathon, 26 miles 383 yards/42.195 km, is a 
standard measurement for a race.  Today’s standard 
race length harks back to Pheidippides and his run 
from the Battle of Marathon to Athens to announce 
the news that Athens won the battle against the 
Persians.  He exclaimed “we have won!” before 
collapsing and dying.  Greece released a set of 
stamps commemorating the 2500th anniversary of 
the battle on July 23rd 2010.   
 
The Battle of Marathon took place in 490 BC, 
during the first Persian invasion of Greece. It was 
fought between the citizens of Athens, aided by 
Plataea and the Persian army.  The battle of 
Marathon is one of history's most famous military 
engagements. It is also one of the earliest recorded 
battles.  

(cont’d pg #6) 
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Battle of Marathon 2500 Anniversary   (cont’d from pg #5) 

According to legend, a runner was dispatched to inform Athens of the victory after the battle. The runner - Phidippides 
- made the run in three hours but died after delivering his message. His effort is commemorated in the modern-day 
marathon included in the Olympic Games. 
 
On the morning of September 17, 490BC, around 10,000 Greeks stood assembled on the plain of Marathom, preparing 
to fight to the last man. Behind them lay their City, their homes, their families; in front of the outnumbered Greeks was 
the army of the Persian empire.   
 
As the two sides faced each other waiting for the battle to start, the Athenians stalled for days, awaiting reinforcements 
from Sparta, but they knew they could not wait for long.  The Persians expected an easy victory, as they had won many 
times, but were in no hurry. 
 
The Athenians' feelings are best expressed by Aeschylus, who fought in the Persian wars, in his tragic play The Persians: 
"On, sons of the Hellenes! Fight for the freedom of your country! Fight for the freedom of your children and of your 
wives, for the gods of your fathers and for the sepulchers of your ancestors! All are now staked upon the strife!" 
 
The two sides faced each another directly, waiting for the fight to start. The Athenians stalled for days, anticipating 
reinforcements promised by Sparta. But they knew they could not wait for long. The Persians, expecting as easy a 
victory as they had won against enemies so many times before, were in no hurry. 
 
Miltiades, one of the Greek generals, made a passionate plea for boldness and convinced his fellow generals to attack 
the Persians. Miltiades ordered the Greek hoplites to form a line equal in length to that of the Persians. Then, in an act 
that his enemy believed to be complete madness, he ordered his Greek warriors to attack the Persian line at a dead run. 
Now the distance between the two armies was little short of a mile.    
 
When the Persians saw the Greeks coming on at such speed, they made ready to receive them, although it seemed to 
them that the Athenians were bereft of their senses, and bent upon their own destruction; for they saw a mere handful 
of men coming on at a run without either horsemen or archers. Such was the opinion of the Persians; but the Athenians 
in close array fell upon them, and fought in a manner worthy of being recorded. In the ensuing melee, the middle of the 
Greek line weakened and gave way, but the flanks were able to engulf and slaughter the trapped Persians. An estimated 
6,400 Persians were killed while only 192 Greeks were killed.  

 

New Digs 

 

 

 
 
<<  Albania, strip of 4 different ancient sculptures, issued 2014,  
no further information known. 

 

 

 

<<   Spanish Andorra,  Our Lady of Meritxell, issued 2015 
One of the most deeply-rooted traditions in Andorra is Our Lady of Meritxell Day – Patron 
Saint of Andorra, celebrated on 8 September every year since 1873. The celebration begins on 
the eve of that day with the Vetlla de la Verge. Like every year, the sanctuary opens its doors 
to welcome pilgrims who come to pay homage to Our Lady of Meritxell.  Our Lady of 
Meritxell is the patron saint of Andorra. It is a Roman Catholic statue showing the Virgin 
Mary. The original statue is from the late 12th century. But the chapel it was in burned down 
on September 8 and 9, 1972. The statue was destroyed. A copy was made in 1976 by Ricardo 
Bofill. 

                                                                                                                      

Page # 6                                                                                                                                       The Old World Archaeologist  /  April 2015

http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andorra
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapel
http://simple.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Replica&action=edit&redlink=1
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ricardo_Bofill
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ricardo_Bofill



