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Ancient mythology furnishes numerous instances in which Aphrodite punished 
those who neglected to worship her or were jealous of her power, as well as 
those she favored and protected. Known as the goddess of love and beauty 
Aphrodite surpassed all other goddesses, and she received the prize of beauty 
from Paris. 
 

There are two different birth stories about Aphrodite, the Goddess of fertility, 
love, and beauty.  The first is simple, she was the child of Zeus and Dione 
according to Homer’s Iliad.  According to the second story, Aphrodite rose from 
the foam of the sea on a giant scallop in the waters of Paphos, on the island of 
Cyprus. 

 
Greece, Birth of Aphrodite, emblem of 
Kythera, Scott #794, issued July 20, 1964. 

 

   
Birth of Aphrodite in Cyprus,          Aphrodite in Cyprus, "Petra tou 
Scott #511, March 12, 1979        Romiou", Scott #512, March 12, 1979 

 
Paphos has been inhabited since the Neolithic 
period. The center of the cult of Aphrodite and 
of pre-Hellenic fertility deities, Aphrodite's 
legendary birthplace was on this island where a 
temple to her was erected by the Myceneans in 
the 12th century BC.  In a different version of 
the myth, she was born near the island of 
Kythera, hence her epithet "Kytherea". 

 

Cyprus 1982. World Heritage stamps from Paphos, issued July 5, 1982. 
 

 
Mosaic: Christ Monogram, Scott 
#581, issued July 5, 1982 
  

Sculpture: King of Palaepaphos,  
Scott #582. 
 

 
Fragment of mosaic: Theseus fights 
the Minotaur, Scott #583. 

The remains of villas, palaces, theatres, fortresses and tombs mean that the site is of exceptional architectural and 
historic value. The mosaics of Nea Paphos are among the most beautiful in the world.  However, Corinth was the 
center of Aphrodite’s worship. 
 

      
Aphrodite, Pistoxenus            Bathing Aphrodite of  

painter, Scott #1548,                   Rhodes, 1st century BC? 
issued Feb 17, 1986                     Late Hellenistic, #1762, 
                                               issued Feb 26, 1993 

Many of the gods believed that Aphrodite’s beauty would spark 
a war between the gods. To avert this Zeus married her to 
Hephaestus, but Aphrodite did not enter into this union of her 
own volition.  However, Aphrodite had many lovers which 
included both gods and men.   
 
She was the mother of Eros and Harmonia (Harmony) (Ares as 
the father). Aphrodite is shown with her favorite animal, the 
swan. Her chariot sometimes is drawn by swans. 
 
Aphrodite and her son Eros then teamed up to cause Zeus to 
fall in love with a human named Europa. 
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She also played a role in the story of Eros and 
Psyche in which admirers of Psyche neglected to 
worship Venus (Aphrodite) and instead 
worshipped her. For this, Aphrodite enlisted Eros 
(Cupid) to exact her revenge but the god of love 
instead falls in love with the girl. 
 

Aphrodite loved Adonis. She saw him when he 
was born and determined then that he should be 
hers. She assigned Persephone to his care, but 
Persephone fell in love with Adonis also and 
would not give him back. This led to a feud with 
Persephone in which Zeus had to mediate. He 
judged that Adonis should spend half the year 
with Aphrodite and half of the year with 
Persephone. 
 

            
Cyprus, Aphrodite,     Cyprus, Aphrodite of    Greece, Venus de Milo, 
#212, Sept 17, 1962    Soloi, Archaeological    Scott #401, issued 
                                   Museum, Nicosia,         Nov 1, 1937 
                                   1st century BC 

 

Although Aphrodite and Hera were not friends, Hera went to the Goddess of Love for help as she endeavored to assist 
Jason and the heroes in their Quest of the Golden Fleece, and the daughter of the Colchian King. 
 

      
Sweden, Triumph of Venus, François           France, Venus de Milo,  
Bouche 1740, National Museum, Stock-       Scott #2713a, March 26,  
holm, Scott #1964, issued Aug 27, 1992.      1999. 

 
 
Aphrodite, Hera, and Athena were the top 
three contenders for a gold apple marked “For 
the Fairest.” They asked Zeus to judge the 
contest, but he refused. Paris, son of the King 
of Troy, judged the contest instead.  Each of 
the three goddesses promised him something 
in return; he chose Aphrodite as the winner of 
the apple. 
 
Aphrodite, ancient Greek goddess of sexual 
love and beauty, identified with Venus by the 
Romans was the model for the famous 
sculpture Venus de Milo. 

 

 

 
Armenia, Aphrodite and Anahit as  
Aphrodite, Scott#774–5, issued  

Dec 14, 2007. 
 

Satala Aphrodite is the name given to the larger than life-size head of an 
ancient Hellenistic statue discovered in Satala located in historical Armenia, in 
the present-day village of Sadak, Gümüşhane Province, Turkey. It was acquired 
by the British Museum in 1873 and is on display in the museum's Department 
of Greek and Roman Antiquities. And is dated between 2nd – 1st century BC.  
Whether it depicts Greek Aphrodite or her Armenian equivalent Anahit is 
debated.  The British Museum website describes it as a "bronze head from a 
cult statue of Anahita in the guise of Aphrodite or Artemis."  Armenian scholar 
Mardiros Ananikian wrote in The Mythology of All Races (1925) that it is a 
"Greek work (probably Aphrodite), found at Satala, worshiped by the 
Armenians."

Zhores Khachatryan, a leading Armenian archaeologist of the Hellenistic period, stated that "the Armenian origin of the 
statute still has to be proven." He believes that "it is more possible that it may be the statue of a Roman pagan goddess" 
as it was found near the site of a Roman camp inhabited during the time period its assumed creation. Khachatryan had 
no doubt that it is a replica of Aphrodite of Knidos.  Dyfri Williams wrote that it comes from a Greek cult statue, 
"probably made in a Greek city in Turkey" and found at Satala (in Armenia Minor).  Terence Mitford suggests that it is 
"normally assigned to Aphrodite" and an attribution to Anaitis (Anahita) is "wholly implausible."  Babken Arakelyan 
found Artemis to be a more probable subject of the statue than Aphrodite. 
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