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The Mayan Empire: An Overview and Its Philatelic Legacy 
by Christopher Kolker 
 
Thirdly, with increasing nationalism around the globe and in Central America after World War II, it became increasingly 
popular to tout and advertise what made a local area truly different.  Obviously, Mayan architecture and artifacts are 
very distinct, and so inclusion in stamps would become more of an advertising piece for the countries of Central 
America.  
 

 
An American FDC, this shows how many American view the Mayan culture 
(e.g.- a doomsday authority), franked with United States, Year of the Dragon, Jan 
23. 2012, Scottt #4623 

 

. 
 
 
A final and perhaps most compelling 
reason is money.  With increasing 
knowledge comes increasing interest 
and archaeological tourism begins to 
take off.  Central America is no 
exception, and with close proximity to 
the US, it stands to reason that more 
visitors come to the sites, bringing 
their money with them.  Suddenly, 
putting these sites on an occasional 
stamp seems worthwhile. 

 
In future issues, I hope to go into some details about the Maya, instead of this general overview.  However, I hope to 
expand on other great sites of the New World, such as the Incas, Olmecs, Aztecs and yes, some of the great sites of 
North America. 

 

Albania;  Butrint &  Gjirokastra 
by Caroline Scannell 
 

Albania has been inhabited since prehistoric times.  In this short article we will cover only two sites, Butrinto and 
Gjirokastra, which were both named World Cultural Heritage Sites. 
 
Butrint has been a Greek colony, a Roman city, then passed into Byzantine administration and was briefly occupied by 
the Venetians.  The present archaeological site is a repository of ruins representing each period in the city's 
development.  
 

 
Albania, Lake Butrint, issued 
Sept 1, 1930, Scott #250 

 

The city is considered as one of the most important archaeological sites in Albania. 
On the strength of the immense wealth of cultural, historical and natural value with a 
considerable history, Butrint was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1992 
and further a National Park in 2000. 
 
In the 3rd century AD, an earthquake destroyed a large part of the town. Excavations 
have revealed that the city had already been in decline. However, the settlement 
survived into the late antique era, becoming a major port in the province of Old 
Epirus.  The first modern archaeological excavations began in 1928 when the Fascist 
government of Benito Mussolini's Italy sent an expedition to Buthrotum. 
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Albania;  Butrint &  Gjirokastra 
by Caroline Scannell 
 

   

< Albania, Ruins of Illyria: 
Amphitheatre Buthroxtum,  
Collanade Appolonium,  
Vaulted Gallery Amphi-
theater at Epidamnus,  
issued Dec 28, 1983, Scott 
#2097-99. 

 
The mosaics depicted on the stamps below show Roman era designs, swimming duck,  bird & flower,  vase with grapes,  
a duck,  donkey and bird and a seahorse.   
 

             
 

             
Albania, Mosaics from 5th-6th Centuries AD, Excavated near Buthrotium (Butrinto), Pogradec, and Apollonia, issued Feb 20, 1974, 
Scott #1564-1569. 

 
Gjirokaster was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site status in 2005.  This pre-
Roman city is in need of extensive and immediate efforts to save it, without which much 
of this historic city will disappear.  There has been little repair work here since the fall of 
Albania's Communist regime in 1992.  A stone quarry dating to 9000BC is only three 
miles from the remains of 4th-century BC city Antigoneia founded by King Pyrrhus of 
Epirus. 
 
The tiles, which give the city its name which means "Silver City" are being replaced and 
repaired wherever possible by specially trained stonemasons and roofers from Albania 
and Kosovo.  Fitting the tiles together is like doing a puzzle because they are held onto 
the roof only by their own weight and balance. 
 

 
Albania, Gjirokaster, issued 
Oct 13, 1984, Scott #2146. 

 
<<Albania, Gjirokaster, issued 
1923 Scott #147 

 
A 13th century castle situated on a high slope dominates the town, looking over 
the Ottoman town. 
 
Nearby are impressive ruins of archaeological sites such as Hadrianopolis and 
Antigoneia. From the cobbled streets that climb steeply out of the bazaar to the 
castle.   




