
 
 

Two Beautiful Shrines of Japan 

By Christian Kolker 
 

 

 
“The island of Itsukushima, in the Seto inland sea, has 
been a holy place of Shintoism since the earliest times. 
The first shrine buildings here were probably erected in 
the 6th century. The present shrine dates from the 12th 
century and the harmoniously arranged buildings reveal 
great artistic and technical skill. The shrine plays on the 
contrasts in color and form between mountains and sea 
and illustrates the Japanese concept of scenic beauty, 
which combines nature and human creativity.”            
UNESCO 

 

UNESCO has long sponsored world heritage Sites for the preservation of historical and archaeological sites, allowing 
future generations to enjoy some of the worlds most storied and important treasures ever made by man. 
 

 
Fig# 1 – UN Geneva First-Day Covers of Scott # 373 and #374 
 

 
Fig# 2 - Back side of cover Fig. #1 

 

In Japan, both the Itsukushiima shrine and the Todai-ji temple 
were made World Heritage Sites in 1996.  This first day cover 
celebrates this and allows the tourist to explore the role of both 
Buddhism and Shintoism in the history of Japan.   

The Itsukushima shrine is a Shinto shrine.  It is also a Torii shrine, which means that it has a gate set away from the main 
shrine, and that gate is known as the "floating gate". 
 
The Torii appears to be floating only on high tides.  When the tide is low it is approachable by foot from the island where 
many gather shellfish near the fate for miso soup.  At night beautiful lights illuminate the gate for a breathtaking view. 
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<<  Fig#3 – FDC designating the shrines as World Heritage Sites in English, 
French and German 
 
In 1168 warlord Taira no Kiyomori built the shrine.  After initially being built it 
has been destroyed by fire and rebuilt many times.  It is classified as one of the 
'three views of Japan'; a distinction meaning it was considered one of the most 
wonderful ancient sites to see in Japan. 

 

 
Fig#4 – A close-up of #374 

<<  Fig#4 – A close-up of Scott #374, the Itsukushima shrine, with its Torii gate, 
issued Aug 1, 2001 
 
Kiyomori built Itsukushima shrine to dedicate the shrine to the three daughters of 
Sasano-ono Makito, Shinto god of the sea and storms, and the brother of the sun 
goddess Amaterau.  Since 1950 one of the prime functions of the shrine is for Noh 
Theater which is the reenactment of Shinto myth in order to pay homage to the 
gods.  Retaining the purity of the shire is also very important in the Shinto religion 
therefore, since 1878 no deaths or births are allowed in or even near the shrine.   

 

    
Fig#5 - The cancellation postmark for     Fig# 6 – Great Buddha 
August 1, 2001, in French                         Hall, Japan Scott #2820a, 
                                                                 issued June 21, 2002. 

 

Todai-ji is a Buddhist temple constructed in 
752 CE.  It's Great Buddha's Hall houses the 
world's largest bronze statue of Buddha, and is 
thought by some to be the world's largest 
wooden building.  It is one third smaller than 
the original version built in the 700s.  Emperor 
Shomu planned for the temple to be the 
headquarters of Buddhism for the region. He 
did this as an attempt to reconcile Buddhism 
with Shintoism after a series of national 
disasters like plague and typhoon had struck 
Japan. 

It took 2.6 million people to construct the great Buddha and it's hall.  They contributed rice, wood, metal, cloth and labor.  
360,000 people worked directly on the construction of the statues.  The opening ceremony was held in 752 with the 
attendance of 100,000 monks and 4,000 dancers to celebrate the construction. 

 
 
As part of an archaeological survey of Todai-ji x-rays were made of the 
great Buddha in 2004 as it was rumored to house the remains of Shome 
inside.  A human tooth, pearls, a sword and jewels were found inside the 
knee of the statue and are believed to have belonged to emperor Shome 
himself.  Because of the religious nature of the site further archaeological 
excavations are not planned.  
 
Japan has been a leader in protecting its heritage using the designation 
World Heritage Site to mark its important cultural and archaeological 
sites. Japan has 19 in total and has issued 16 commemorative stamps 
highlighting those sites.  The sheets of the Torii shrine and Todai-ji 
temple are shown below. 
 

 
Figure 7 – Close-up of the Todai-ji temple, 
as depicted on UN (Geneva) Scott #373. 
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Fig #8                                                                              Fig #9 

 
 
Fig #8, Japan Scott 
#2760, featuring the 
floating gate of the 
Torii Shrine, issued 
March 23, 2001 
 
 
Fig#9 – Japan Scott 
#2820, complete with 
the Great Buddha 
Hall of Todai-ji and 
with the deer grazing 
in the background, 
issued June 21, 2002

 

The United Nations Agency UNESCO has designated more than 1,000 sites throughout the world as World Heritage 
Sites.  This program catalogues, names and conserves sites of outstanding cultural importance to the common heritage of 
humanity. 
 

 

New Digs 

 

 
 

Carnuntum was a Roman army camp on the Danube in the Noricum province and after the 1st 
century the capital of the Pannonia Superior province, with 50,000 people.   
 

Archeologists have been excavating the rich soils of Carnuntum for Roman ancient cultural remains 
for decades now. Equally remarkable as their findings is the 910 hectares of prime and fertile soil for 
red wines that reflect regional typicity. The 'Rubin Carnuntum' wine is produced by a selection of 
the region's dynamic producers. With the image of the Roman Heidentor (Heathen's Gate) depicted 
on the stamp. imprinted on its label, it is a recognition of the region's cultural history.  The principal 
grape variety is Zweigett Blaufrankisch. 

Austria, Wine Districts,  
Carnuntum, Issued Sept 5, 2015, Scott #2574 

 
The Carnuntum wine-region stretches from Vienna in the west to the 
border of the Slovak Republic in the east. The vineyards are spread

out over three principal hilltops and lie south of the Danube, these being the Leithagebirge (Leitha mountain ridge), the 
Arbesthaler Hügelland (hillside around Arbesthal) and the Hainburger Berge (mountain range around Hainburg). The soil 
structures consist mostly of dense loam and loess and sandy gravels, that offer the best conditions for red wine production, 
particularly the widely planted indigenous Blauer Zweigelt, along with the international varieties Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot. 
Even Blaufränkisch is favoured by producers, with some great wines coming from the Spitzerberg vineyards towards the 
east of the region. 
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http://www.austrianwine.com/our-wine/wine-growing-regions/niederoesterreich-lower-austria/carnuntum/
http://www.austrianwine.com/servicelinks/glossary/wine-glossary/glossar/loess-1485/
http://www.austrianwine.com/servicelinks/glossary/wine-glossary/glossar/red-wine-2001/
http://www.austrianwine.com/servicelinks/glossary/wine-glossary/glossar/indigenous-1058/
http://www.austrianwine.com/our-wine/grape-varieties/red-wine/zweigelt-blauer-zweigelt-rotburger/
http://www.austrianwine.com/servicelinks/glossary/wine-glossary/glossar/international-varieties-1365/
http://www.austrianwine.com/our-wine/grape-varieties/red-wine/cabernet-sauvignon/
http://www.austrianwine.com/our-wine/grape-varieties/red-wine/blaufraenkisch/
http://www.austrianwine.com/servicelinks/glossary/wine-glossary/glossar/great-1318/



